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INTRODUCTION 

 

 The Work Party meets on the first Saturday of the month on Dale View Grove 

to do practical or surveying work on the Reserve. There is a strong emphasis 

on the health and well-being of participants.  

 

 

WORKING PARTY LEAD 

Work Party Lead tries to make sure work parties are enjoyable, healthy and 

satisfying. Tasks are selected that are within the group’s competence and 

commitment to achieve. Tasks should be well defined, thought through and 

resourced. There should be a choice of tasks and training available. There 

should be a risk assessment in place and qualified first-aider present. Tools 

should be well maintained. Breaks should be scheduled. 

 

WORKING WITH THE COUNCIL 

The Council is responsible for the management of the Reserve. The Council’s 

management plan has three main areas: safety, sustainability and access.  

The Work Party supports the Council’s management plan.  

 

The Work Party aims to inform the Council about:  

 Hazardous trees over a footpath or close to property (only) 

 Invasive species present - Himalayan balsam, Japanese knotweed, New 

Zealand pygmy grass, Rhododendron, Giant hogweed 

 Ash dieback present 

 Fly-tipping 

 Campfires 

 Anti-social behaviour - vandalism, theft, motorbikes, littering – phone 

101 

 Infrastructure needing repair - footpaths, steps, fences, gates, 

signs/signposts, benches, handrails 

 

WORKING WITH THE WOOD 

The wood is a living system and as such takes care of itself. Interventions need 

to be wise, aimed at the long-term health of the wood and wood-users. 

Sustainability is the aim, not short-term gain.   

 

The Work Party needs to be mindful that: 
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 Non-intervention may be appropriate. Not all woodlands or areas within 

woodlands need management.  

 Natural regeneration is likely to be far more successful than replanting.  

 We need to leave deadwood in place where it is safe to do so, using only 

some for dead hedges and avoiding the tendency to tidy up. 

 Ivy needs to be left on trees. 

 It is better not to start than to make changes which cannot be sustained. For 

example, coppices need deer management, glades need keeping open, 

replanting needs watering, all on an ongoing basis.  

 Compartments of the wood are historically beech woodland. 

 

LONG-TERM AIMS 

The long-term sustainability aim is to produce naturally regenerating native 

broadleaf woodland on Park Wood site which is open access. 

 

At the moment much of the wood is dominated by beech trees of the same age 

and where there is any understorey it is dominated by beech saplings. In the 

shade cast by the mature beech there is little sunlight and no field layer or 

ground layer to speak of.  So the aim is to produce trees of different 

species/sizes/ages - ‘diversity of structure’ and ‘diversity of species’ - so that  a 

greater variety of habitats arises in which plants, animals and fungi can live. 

This greater biodiversity will make the wood more resilient to disease, floods 

and droughts, and make it more attractive and interesting to visitors.  

 

Another way to increase biodiversity is to maintain the areas of heathland, 

wetland, grassland and woodland pasture that are also on site. Along the edges 

of these can be extremely rich in wildlife. Habitats like dry stone wall and 

decomposing wood that are extremely good for invertebrates also need to be 

maintained. Aquatic species, currently absent from the wood, could be 

introduced by the creation of pond habitat.  

 

The long-term access aim is to maintain footpaths/gateways so that they are fit 

for low-intensity recreation. The visual attractiveness of the wood can be 

enhanced by regular litter picks. Signage can inform and inspire. 

 

Monitoring of interventions can be through fixed-point photography which is a 

good method of recording changes in the wood. 

 

Volunteer-hours need to be recorded to measure and celebrate work done. 
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OBJECTIVES WOOD-WIDE 

Regenerate woodland 

o Reduce beech regeneration (not too much in one place; not on steep 

slopes; not where soil is shallow and clay is near the surface) 

o Encourage natural regeneration of non-beech species 

o Encourage canopy trees that are less dense.  
o Identify areas with a good mix of other tree species and remove 

beech seedlings or kill larger saplings by ring barking 

o Identify open areas and selectively prevent encroachment by large 
tree species. 

o Identify areas where high canopy could be reduced through selective 

felling of mature trees to improve light to lower levels. 

o Consider planting other species, e.g. sycamore, in place of beech to 

increase diversity and stabilise soil (NOT in ASNW compartment; 

encourage natural regeneration only). 

o Disturb the beech leaf litter and expose soil to encourage germination 

o Protect from soil and leaf litter erosion by using brash to form dead 

hedge/habitat piles. 

 

Maintain existing wildlife habitats 

o Monitor and remove invasive plant species - himalayan balsam, 

japanese knotweed, cherry laurel, New Zealand pygmy grass, 

rhododendron, giant hogweed. 

o Monitor any damage caused by deer, grey squirrel, rabbit or horse.  

o Protect veteran trees 

o Protect bluebells and ramsons 

o Identify areas where other species of mature/semi-mature trees are 
prevalent and selectively remove any encroaching beech. 

o Identify and protect young oak/ash/birch/sycamore/elm for long term 
succession 

o Repair and maintain dry stone wall 
o Manage access to minimise disturbance by creating barriers to 

sensitive areas 
 

Create new wildlife habitats 

o Construct dead hedges 

o Create habitat piles 

o Increase scrub areas of bramble, nettle and other appropriate 

flowering plants to support small mammals, birds and insects 

(including White Hairstreak butterfly). 

o Create standing water - pond/wetland – where safe to do so 
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o Identify areas that may successfully support the introduction of new 
flora appropriate to the situation through natural regeneration or 
planting. 

o Protect and increase valuable understorey vegetation such as holly, 
hawthorn, rowan and hazel. 

o Plant native species - e.g. honeysuckle, wood avens, hawthorn, 

gelder rose, blackthorn, alder buckthorn, hazel - around the margins 

of the wood. 

o Allow the creation of new glades following the death of mature trees. 

Maintain open canopy to promote diverse understorey. 

o Introduce male and female holly trees to ensure berries for birds 

Facilitate public recreation 

o Encourage use of main footpaths by keeping them accessible 

o Litter pick 

o Dismantling unauthorised fire circles and removing temporary 

shelters. 

o Engage with people to encourage responsible use of the wood and 

appreciation of nature 

 

OBJECTIVES IN SPECIFIC COMPARTMENTS  (refer to map for key) 

Dale View entrance (‘Shelton Triangle’) 

 Sow suitable wildflower seeds and introduce appropriate wildflowers - e.g. 

foxglove, garlic mustard - to support moths and butterflies. 

 Maintain dead hedges. 

 Remove beech saplings or ring bark and use as stakes 

 Encourage bramble and other flowering ground level and woodland edge 

plants and mid-storey trees such as hawthorn and rowan. 

Wet wood above wet quarry (W10) 
 

 Maintain the species mix of mature trees within the wetland area and 

prevent beech from increasing further: remove beech saplings from inside 

the wet woodland and reduce the band of beech saplings surrounding the 

area from inside towards the outside.  

Wet quarry 
 

 Investigate ways of improving water retention within the quarry area. 

 Remove tree saplings of beech and sycamore from encroaching on wetland 
edges. 

 Manage bramble growth to form a natural barrier to provide cover, food 
source and to protect developing water margins from animals and people. 
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Between Old Park Wood Top Farm and Wet Wood 

 Remove beech saplings and keep canopy open for light to reach wood 

anemones and other ground flora 

Heather Hill heathland (H9) (becoming grassland) 

 Remove bramble, birch and oak self-seeded saplings to prevent shading 
out of heather and grass area.  
 

Sledging Grassland above Kendal Street (U4) 
 

 Manage as woodland pasture - remove competing tree saplings to provide 
better air circulation and light to well established stand of oaks and to field 
and ground layers. 

 Create a ride allowing good view of Keighley town 
 

Friends Glade (W10) and Picnic Area (MG6) 

 

 Remove beech and canopy tree saplings. Manage bramble growth to form 
a natural barrier to define the glade edges, provide cover and food source 
and to protect developing understorey, field and ground layer plants from 
animals and people. 

 Work towards linking with the more diverse areas nearby (birch and bracken 
& picnic area; W15). 
 

Hazel Alley (W10) 

 Dig a larger hole above Hazel Alley to see if water is retained and assess 
practicality of creating large area of standing water. 

 Consider restarting coppice regime. Try one hazel to see if is not too old to 
coppice.  
 

Dry stone wall 
 

 Maintain boundaries and walls (e.g. at top of sett path), including protection 

from trees.  

Other places 

 Investigate wet area next to boundary wall with Shelton land (W10) and 
potential for creating pools in stream. 
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Map of wood (includes adjacent private land) 

 

 

H9 Heathland (‘Heather Hill’) 
 
MG6 Neutral grassland (‘Picnic Area’) 
 
U4      Acid grassland (‘Sledging  
Grassland’ above Kendal Street). 
 
W10 Acid woodland - present across 
most of the site,includes ‘Hazel Alley’ 
 
W15 Beech dominated woodland - 
mainly in the west of the wood. Species-
poor due to heavy shading by beech.  
 
W16 Acid grassland.  

 

Tools 

22/03/2026 

ITEM NUMBER 

Bow saws 3 

Spare blades for bow saws 2 

Pruning saws 4 

Loppers 2 

Litter pickers 11 

Plastic bags roll 2 

Sharps box 0 

Yardbrushes 3 

Shovels 2 

Spades 2 

Lawn edging tool 1 

Grass rake 1 

Small fork 1 

Overhead branch cutter 1 

Hole-digging spade 1 

First aid kit 2 

Hi-vis jackets (front and back logos) 9 

Rucksack 1 

 


